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The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the Honorable ROB-
ERT P. CASEY, Jr., a Senator from the
State of Pennsylvania.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, the author and fin-
isher of our faith, You have done great
things for us, filling our hearts with
gladness. Today, make us aware of
Your past providences that we shall
have confidence and courage to face to-
morrow and all the days and years to
come.

Remind our lawmakers that they
need not fear the challenges of the fu-
ture but simply to trust You to order
their steps. Direct their desires and
talents that their labors will inspire
people with faith, hope, love, and perse-
verance. May they invest their lives in
those enduring values that time and
circumstances can neither steal nor
erode.

We ask this in the Name of Him who
promised to supply all our needs.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 23, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
a Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. CASEY thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senate
will be in a period of morning business
until 12:30 today, at which time we will
break for the Democratic caucus. As
was indicated yesterday, the Repub-
licans are having a retreat at the Li-
brary of Congress today. When we come
back at 2:15, the Senate will resume
consideration of the Indian health bill.
There were some amendments offered
yesterday, some debated yesterday. We
could not arrange a vote yesterday. I
do not expect any votes on this bill
this afternoon. I have been in close
touch with Senator DORGAN. He is try-
ing to work this out so we can com-
plete this legislation quickly. If there
are any amendments that Democratic
Senators have, I hope they would come
and offer them today. That way we can
prioritize how we are going to move
through this bill.

Mr. President, as I indicated yester-
day, we are going to, this evening,
start on the FISA legislation to com-
plete that. We are going to finish that
legislation this week. That means we
are going to have all day tomorrow and
all day Friday and, hopefully, not all
day Saturday. But we need to finish

this legislation. It is critically impor-
tant. It is not fair to jam the House.
Since we have been refused an exten-
sion by the Republicans, we need to
finish this legislation now, send it to
the House, have a conference, and see
what we can come back with as quickly
as possible.

As I indicated, it is not fair to do as
we did last August and send something
to the House: Take it or leave it. We
are not going to do that. That is why I
am not going to wait until next week
to go to this legislation. We have to
complete it now. There are strong feel-
ings on both sides of this issue. As I
have indicated on a number of occa-
sions, I do not support the immunity
provisions that are in the Intelligence
bill, but it appears that a majority of
the Senate does. That being the case,
those people who want to amend the
Intelligence bill with that information
and that legislation we have from the
Judiciary Committee will offer that. I
hope they will do it as quickly as pos-
sible.

There are a number of other issues
other than immunity. I have spoken to
Senator FEINSTEIN. She says she has
something dealing with immunity she
wants to offer. She wants to offer
something with exclusivity.

There are a number of other things
we need to do. As I have indicated, I
would hope that if somebody does not
like an amendment, they would move
to table that amendment and not try
to talk it to death because that being
the case, we are going to have to let
them talk during the evening. We are
not going to have a gentlemen’s agree-
ment on: OK, so you don’t want this to
go forward; we are not going to let it
go forward. We are going to complete
this legislation as quickly as we can.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 4040
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
matter at the desk that is due for its
second reading, H.R. 4040.
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